7 * * 


PLAIN: Ar 


0 UP ro VIEW bh * 


| "THE ANCIENT GOSPEL, 
BEING A — EE on ech, 2a 2M 2 \ = 
Vat 7 „ "a: >: 


EWING FROM THE 4POSTOLIC TESTIMONIES FAT 5 
rer ad THEIR FOLLOWERS, IN 0URAGE a4NnD,. 


* 8 8 | * FEES 
ARE THE Key ANTICHRIST. - * | 


. 9 898 
= 4 


PPOSING THAT GOSPEL WITH PHE WEAPONS a - 


ERROR STILL, BUT THAT THEY WILL. BE 7 
A * 2 - CONFOUNDED BY : : 
1 ; 7 ' — 4 
1 - 2 # 'H * uu 
- - "Bb 3 
| * 2 * 5 
8 28 2 2. — 
++; ADAPTED TO THE MEANEST- CAPACITIES. 4 5 
3 
"2 


Doware vr fate -roptibns 655 come to you in r ei > 
but inwardly they ate favening wolves — > £855 
. noch alſo the ſeventh ſrom Adam, propheſied of theſe. 
low much ſhe has glorified herſelf and lived deliciously, fo 


much torment and ſorrow give het. $ 
IE © x kw rarer. 
— — — = | | : 
. Printed at the REPUBLICAN ie Portumouth, | Xo 
— teen. > 1 
* | I” $2 - 
ts, IX 5 "yy 1800s 1 * a. 1 \ 
e 
* 
6 
b 
8 


* 


— — 


AN ATTEMPT, &c. 


ACTS, ix. ate: 


r $4UL INCREASED THE MORE IN rrhaNGTE, ant a 
CONFOUNDED THE FFWS WHICH DWELT AT 
| DAMASCUS, PROVING THAT THIS 18 
- FERY CHRIST» ; 


IN diſcourſing fam theſe © wet I will 
endeavor with great plainneſs, by God's per- 
miſſion, and as he ſhalbenable me, to ſhew : 
1. What the apoſtolic doctrine or teſtimo- 


ny is; or how Paul and the other pon | 


2 the goſpel. 


2. That thoſe who preach the adforkeive. 
hold up that very teſtimony; without a 
tion, ſubtraction, or ſubſtitution. © 

3. That this teſtimony ſtands in direct op- 

poſition to the doctrine of the antichriſtian 
world now, as it did to the doctrine of the 
Jewiſh world, in the apoſtolic age. And 
will con found its modern, as it did its an- 
cient oppoſers. 
Firſt, I am to ſhew what is the apoſtolic 
goſpel, or teſtimony. And it is this, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt. See the text; Prov 
ing that is very Chriſt.“ 
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See alſo Acts xvii. 3. Opening and al- 
jedging, that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffer- 
ed, and riſen again from the dead; and that. 
this Jeſus whom I preach unto you, 77 
_Chrift.” Chap. xvili. 4, 5. And he rea- 
foned in the fynagogue every Sabbath, and 
perſuaded the Jews and the Greeks. And 
when Silas and Timotheus were come, Paul 
was preſſed in the ſpirit and teſtified to the 
Jews, that Feſus was Chrifl.” And àgain 
v. 27, 28, © Helped them much who had 

believed thro? grace: for he mightily con- 
vinced the Jews, and that publicly, ſhewing 
from the ſcriptures that Jefus was Chriſt.” 
Here then is plentiful and undeniable proof 
of what the apoſtles teſtified ; and it a- 
mounted to this, that Jeſus of Nazareth is 
the Meſſiah, or anointed one, foretold thro'- 
out the Old Teſtament. * 
It is of importance to note here, that je- 
ſus is the name of the perſon, and Chriſt of 
the office he ſuſtains. This is a truth very 
= and familiar to all who have an ear to 
iear the ſcripture, but ſo little or ſo ill taught 
by modern ſcribes, who ſhut up the king- 
dom of Heaven, that many when they hear 
the words, inſtead of thinking of the per- 
ſon named as deſignated by his diſtinguith- 
ing office, he anointed, are ready to think 
only of a perſon with a double name. I ap- 
peal to the conſcience of thoſe who think, 


The apoſtolic expoſition and illuſtration 


and obſerve, Whether this be not-the.cafe, 
And whether this inattention does not ob- 


ſcure the truth Paul preached ;. as though 
he had ſaid no mere than this, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Jeſus Chriſt. 


But we may notice further, that although 


the {criptural character ot the Meſſiah is in re- 
ality but one, yet it may be conſidered in a two 
fold view, having reſpect to the time when it 


was drawn. The Prophets deſcribed him 
before, and the Apoſtles after his coming in 
the fleſh. There is then the prophetic and 


the apoſtolic deſcription of the ſame perſon, 


perfectly harmonizing, but the latter con- 


taining the hiſtorical relation, and deduction 


of particulars, included more briefly under 


the generals of prophecy. * 


Correſpondent to this, the doctrine of the 


apoſtles which is but one, may be conſider- 
ed in a twofold view,. Firſt, they opened 
and expounded the prophets deſcribing the 
Me ſſiah to come. See the text before cited, 


reaſoned out of the ſcriptures,” as Jeſus 
had before ſaid, ** Thus it is 0177/en, and 
thus it beboved Chriſt to ſuffer, ſo Paul 


preached ; opening the ſeriptures, that 
Chriſt muſt ufer.“ And 


then ſecondly, the 
Apoſtles opened the character and works of 


o 


Jeſus as exactly anſwering to the prophetic 


» 


deſcription. 


, 
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of the prophecies, was an open attack upon 


the hen reigning religion of their country. 
It ſtruek at the vitals of the doctrine of the 
Jewiſh Church, as that doctrine then ſtood. 
The apoſtles oppoſed, yea confuted, the 
Jewiſh interpretation of the prophecies, yea 
the moſt eftabliſhed comment, ſanctioned as 
the true meaning by their great and learned 
Doctors and Rabbies. 5 
The interpretation of theſe commentators, 
taught that the prophetic Meſſiah was to 
appear, not to work righteouſneſs for them, 
but to teach them how to work it for them- 
felves. How to work the works of God ; 
what good thing they ſhould do; which was 


the principal command to be obeyed. Or in 


more modern ſtyle, what was the main 5 
in religion. And they ſtumbled at the Meſ- 
ſiah deſeribed by the Prophets, as the work- 
er of righteouſnefs for ſinners: This ap- 
pears from Rom. ix. 32, 33, referring to 
Ifaiah. They alſo ſtumbled at the view 
given of him, as offering a ſacrifice for ſin. 


That the Meſſiah ſhould die for fin, and 


men have eternal life by his ſacrifice alone, 
was what they could neither credit nor rel- 
iſh- : Inftead of this they held that the 
Chrift was to be an immortal man, a great 
earthly Prince, putting himſelf at the head 
of their national church, which under him 
was to be freed from ſubjection to a foreign 
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have ſeen,) formed their idea of the reign of 
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, exalted; aggrandized and enlarged 
by a great acceſſion of proſelytes from tha 
nations, Much earthly proſperity and a- 
bundance of worldly religion {like what we 


the Chriſt-they zealouſly held, and the only 


one they wiſhed ;;1o long as they cheriſhed 


theſe darling errors, fo long they would not 
only reject, but hate and oppoſe Jeſus of 
Nazareth. The apoſtles boldly; combated 
theſe errors, and they did it by opening the true 
meaning of the Old Teſtament which con- 
futed them all ; the New Teſtament begins, 
continues and ends with this doctrine, that 
the kingdom of the Meſſiah is the kingdom 
of heaven, a kingdom not of this world : 
In this is ſummed up the teaching of Jeſus 
and of his apoſtles ; and this takes: off the 
veil from the prophecies. It ſhews their 
conſiſtency when they | deſcribe the Chriſt 
as very low and humbled, and very exalted 
and glorious, and his kingdom as very weak 
and very grand. The Jewiſh comment o- 
verthrows one part of theſe: to eſtabliſh the 
other; It never could reconcile them. The 
doctrine of the apoſtles gave the fulleſt 
meaning 10 both; it ſhewed from the pro- 
phets that the Chriſt was to make a greater 
change of the church of God, than even 
Moſes did, to change its ſtate from earthly 
to heavenly, to ſet up a kingdom ſmall here, 
great hereafter; that the Son of God, Iſrael's 
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King was to be a poor deſpiſed -man—to 
fuffer for ſins, to die for ſins That accord- 
ing to rbe ſcriptures this muſt needs be; and 
alſo that he muſt be buried and riſe, ſee 1 
Cor. 15, 3, 4. That Moſes and all the pro- 
phets ſaid that theſe things d come. See 
Acts xxvi. 22, 23, That he, the Shiloh to 
come, ſhould have a collection of people, 
all forgiven, all righteous ; having: theſe 
bleſſings not working, but believing” his 
work. That the inheritance of this king- 
dom was heavenly, not earthly ; its bleſſ- 
ings ſpiritual and no other. That of the 
fubjects of this kingdom while in this mor- 
tal ſtate, ſufferings and perſecutions were the 
bot, ſelf-denial their by/ine/+, and the croſs 
their barden, patiently borne. Such the 
apoſtles ſhewed the prophetic Meſſiah and 
his kingdom to be---And their interpreta- 
tion and opening of the ſcriptures, ſtood op- 
poſed in every part, to the jewiſh falſe 
gloſſes, and overthrew them all. 
The ſecond thing the apoſtles did was to 
ſhew that Jeſus of Nazareth, and his king- 
dom anſwered exactly to the prophetic de- 
ſcription. ' That the character drawn was 
found in him alone, and the kingdom de- 
1cribed was ſet up by him. 
It was never diſputed by the Jews that 
Jeſus died; rather they vehemently object- 
ed his death on the croſs ; drawing-from it 
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9 
an argument that appeared ſtrong to a 
worldly mind, that he was not the Chriſt. 


The apoſtles referred to be Crucifixion as a 


fact ad mitted on all hands, and gloried in it. 


They never ſought to cover the offence or 
ſhame of the crofs. But drew from it an 
argument powerful to convince, (where ſpi- 
ritual diſcernment - was given,) that Jeſus 


the Son of God; Such, Jefus, by many in- 


fallible proofs appeared to be---The Holy: 
One was to ſuffer: for ſins. Jeſus was per- 


fectly holy, and yet ſuffered ; therefore 27 


muſt:needs be that he ſuffered for the fins of © 


men. But the apoſttes went further They 


teſtified that he roſe from the dead; and a- 


cended into Heaven. 'Fhat they certainly 
knew this ; that they ſaw him alive; after 
his paſſion; and finally ſaw him gradually 


riſe from the earth, in their preſence and full 


view, and go into heaven. Paul faw him 
after he was there. The Jews denied all 
this, the apoſtles appealed to God for the 
truth of it, and reſted the controverſy upon 
the anſwer he ſhould make to the appeal. 


This was given, and it was teſtified that ſe- 


fas was glorified ; The courſe of nature re- 


verſed in the name of Jeſus alive and exalt-- 


ed as Chriſt, ſhewed that /fe and exaltation. 


Signs and wonders declared it to the convic- 


tion of thouſands, and confuſion of thau-- 


lands more. 
. B 


was the Chriſt. The Meſſiah was to be 


—_ 
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Thus God bare witneſs to the apoſtles 
They could alſo point to the kingdom of 
this Jeſus, now ſet as King on the Heaven- 
Iy holy hill of Zion. They could ſtretch 
out the hand towards the Church in Jeruſa- 
lem, and fay ; Behold that Kingdom Here 
it was viſible, and acceflible ; ſuch ſigns 
and wonders, love, joy, peace, heavenly- 
mindedneſs, boldneſs, and yet patience were 
never ſeen on earth before] Thus it appear- 
cd ina multitude of events, not otherwiſe to 

be accounted for, that Chriſt had appeared, 

ſuffered, and was glorified, and had chang- 
ed the ſtate of the Church from earthly to 
heavenly. Now his kingdom was not from 
bence, as it had once been. at 

The apoſtolic doctrince concerning Jeſus 
is concentrated at the croſs ; It reſts on the 
croſs; There its lines are united. In this 
object of Jewiſh diſguſt the apoſtles gloried ; 
and there the firſt Chriſtians found their 
chief Joy; To the one ſide it was precious; 
to the other a rcck of offence ; From the 
croſs the miniſters of the word held forth 
righteouſneſs, as well as forgiveneſs, and 
without the croſs, theſe could not be; nor 
the {cripture that foretold them, be fulfilled. 
To Him,“ ſaid the Galilean preachers, 
give all the prophets witneſs, that thro? 
his name, whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall 
-xecelve remiſſion of ſins.” * By him all 
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who believe are juſtified,” <* Chriſt is the 


end of the law for righteouſneſs; In the 


goſpel, the righteouſneſs of God is reveal - 


ed. This character and kingdom, and 


theſe bleſſings, which: they deſeribed as be- 
longing to Jeſus, were the very character, 


kingdom and bleſſings, which all the pro- 


phets had laid out beforehand for the Meſ- 
fiah ; Feſus then muſt be tbat Meſtab. We 


now come to the ſecond thing propoſed to 


be ſhewn. _ C 
II. All who preach the goſpel now, hold: 


up the very teſtimony of the apoſtles. 


According to many the goſpel, as at the 
firſt preached, is not ſuited te ovr mes. Ab 
that period the majority were obſtinate infi- 
dels; now the majority are confidered as 
baptized, and as already believing the doc- 
trine, in proof of which the apoſtles were ſo 
earneſtly employed : It is indeed too true 
to be denied that among theſe multitudes we 
ſee none of thoſe fruits, thoſe mighty effects 
then produced by the ſimple belief of the 


| goſpel. And men now believe, in the mod- 
ern ſenſe of the word, without either joy or 


hope ; and their lives are never the better 
for their faith ; The truth of the goſpel is 
held to be deſtitute of all power to give 
hope, or produce obedience ;. Preaching 
therefore takes a new turn ; It holds forth 
ſome principle as neceſſary to be acquized 
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or implanted, which may ſupply this ſups 
poſed great defect of power in the old goſ- 
pel. The looſer ſort of the Clergy teach 
that this principle may be acquired by the 
exerciſe of free will; and that being ac- 
quired, it will produce as much goodneſs 
as is now demanded of frail human crea- 
tures ; and this is to be their righteoufneſ+. 
The ſtricter ſort teach that a principle of a 
higher order is requiſite, . which is God's 


gift; but that it may be expeQeed, if ſought 


in a certain preferibed way; Here they give 
manifold directions as to the mode of ſeek-< 
ing - and copious deſcriptions of its effects, 
conſtituting the virtue and holineſs of a 
modern converted man---and what this 
wants of the perfection required by the law 
of God, Chriſt is ſuppoſed in ſome way or. 


other to make up---And this, with his pur- 


chaſing the grace that gives the principle, is 
the chief uſe they have for a Chriſt- Thus 
they agree in ſetting aſide the revealed 
atonement and righteouſneſs, and teaching 
men, that they muit form a character, in or- 
der to bejuſtitied ; and fo ſeek juſtification, 
as it were by the works of the Law---But 
a preacher of the true goſpel, will hold up 


nothing but Chriſt crucified, the power of 


God to ſalvation. With this doctrine of 
the Crofs alone, would he labour to diſpoſ- 
ſels men, vexed with the Legion of modern 


of him-who willeth, but 


righteouſneſs,) bath redeemed us, chat the 


claſſes, 
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ſwer all queſtions and ſyſtetns on the 
point of a Sinner 's acceptance with God 
All diſquiſitions on the power of man's will 
to do good, and obtain happineſs, he could 
anſwer in two words; therefore it is of 
faith that it might de by ruce It is note 

of God who ſhew= 
eth-mercy---And all directions for ſtriving, 
acting faith, getting a new heart, by two! 
more; ** not of works, but of him that cal. 
leib. Chriſt (the End of the Law for 


bleſſings of Abraham might come on the, 


GBentiles--We have therefore, he. would 


ſay, nothing to do to ſtrive for righteouſneſs, 
or to attempt to redeem ourſelves. But be- 


ing bought with a price are to glorify Ga. 


This goſpel is included in this ſhort fentence,.. 
Jaſus is the Chrifh, *-== This continues to 
be à ſtumbling bloek to the religious, and 
fooliſhneſs to the Philoſophers, in our day. 
as it was in Paul's time. And woe to the 
man who in order to pleaſe either of theſe 


(by leſſening the offence. of the 


Crofs;), ſhall preſume to change it! l! 
III. The goſpel or Apoſtolic Teſtimenx 
ſtands in like oppoſition to the doctrine of 

the antichriſtian world now, as it did in the 
primitive times to that of the Jewiſh world. 
And will cn, the antichriſtian, as it 


14. 

formerly did the Jewiſh oppoſers. In theſe 
laſt times; deſcribed as times of Apoſtacy, 
men have adopted the Jewiſh falſe gloſſes 
on the Prophets, holding with the Jews, 
that a worldly Chriſt was foretold. What 
the Prophets have ſpoken of ſpiritual glo- 
ry and proſperity, they interpret of worldly 
glory and proſperity. Finding the Kingdom 
of the Meſſiah often defcribed in prophetic 
language borrowed from the typical earth- 
ly' Kingdom of Iſrael, and its proſperous 

te, they do as the Jews did before them, 
they take all this literally; becauſe thus 
underſtood it pleaſes their earthly mind. 
And yet the ' ſame men refuſe to take the 
New Teſtament literally; becauſe ſo taken 
it does not pleaſe their earthly mind. 
The things foretold of the extent and 
glory of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, in 
the reſurrection ſtate, the times of reſtitu- 
tation, they chuſe to underſtand as ſpoken 
of worldly extent and glory, in this mortal 
ſtate, in the times of the Gentiles. | They 
Fold that the prophets foretold 'a Chrift 
Who | ſhould have whole- nations of this 
world for his followers---They accordingly 
talk of Chrif*s uorld, or the Chriſtian 
world ; meaning that great collective body, 
in which men under his name are now tear- 
ing each other in pieces. A world confiſt= 
ing of millions and millions; concerning 
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ops, high lords and renowned, with a pom 


monſtrous. hierarchy raiſed and flouriſhing 
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which they believe that the Meſſiah of the 


Prophets was to come and put himſelf at 


the head of it, and do for it much the ſame; 
that the Jews expected for the Jewiſh worlds; 


yea, they have outſtripped the warm fancies 


of the Rabbins. They have out- judaized 


the Jews. Witneſs the Biſhop of Rome in 


his former ſplendor, claiming: to be a God, 


ruling the empire by ſpiritual terrors, and | 


by the power of the ten Kings; witneſs hits 
cardinals and biſhops in princely. ſtate---the 


biſhops of the empire inveſted with-kingly 


power---the Engliſh arehbiſhops amd balls. 


ou ſubaltern train, under the King, the 


head and Pape of their Church... We have 


ſeen a pretended: great High Prieſt, and a 
Kingdom of Prieſts and Clergy; with a 


world at their heels, fulfilling all worldly 


luſts, and miniſtering. to the luſts of the 
Clergy their leaders A ſyſtem of grandeur, 
pomp, power, wealth and voluptuouſneſs, 
ſurpaſſing Jewiſh dreams and fables. A 


under the-curſe of God; and ere long (its. 
permitted - period being: nearly run out): to 
ſink under his vengeance: And all this 


built upon a perverſion of the prophetic 


word, by men given up to ſtrong deliſion to 
believe a lie. And even where we ſee leſs 


of this grandeur we may ſee the ſame ſpirit, 
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the name Chriſtian, they conſider us the 


the ſame hungring and thirſting after earchly 
things. The form of the Clergy's empire 
as ſet up in our country, may be confidered 
as the Republican form. It admits not the 
ame titles, glare, pop and wealth as the 


other forms ; but although its appearance 
may be leſs gaudy, it diſcovers much power 
and policy, and /ecures the main paint; The 
Clergy.confider the churches (ſo called] and 
Pariſhes here, connected wit the ſtate, as 


_ Chriſt's kingdom, his Iſrael, diſtinguiſhed 


by baptiſm, as old Iſrael was by circumci- 


Aon. The body of a gentile people, yea, 


Chriftran Church, and hold it to be the fame 
ſor ſubſtance as the old Jewiſh church. In 
this they are exalted and rule with what 
power and pre- eminence they may; by the 
power of the State ſecuring their penſions 
and conſequent honours, by its laws. And 
if they attain leſs wealth and honour than 
the Clergy under a form approaching nearer 
to monarchy. or ariftocracy, it is not heir 
Fault: ; Their love of theſe, their ravening 
fpirit is the ſame; their blending of church 
and State is the ſame : and poſſibly they 
may conſole themſelves, by expecting to be 
made more than cual to the digniſed Clergy 
F older countries; in the worldly millenium 


which they are looking and longing for, 
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dom, and fo that the Chriſt was to con 
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and conſider as faſt approaching. After a 


this if further proof of Jewiſh errors dar- 


ening the antichriſtian world ſhould be 
fought, it might readily be fund. A great 


and increaſing number take a ftrong fide 
with the Jews, openly like them denying 
the Chriſt to be the ſon ot e 
pectable and pious party no doubt! allowed 
be very decent good Chriſtians 1* 1 
A greater number ſtill agree in denying 
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in, and to wark righteoufneſs for the un- 
godly. And af the few, be wery fero, who 
an words own this .atonement:and righteout- 
neſs, the majority, when they came to e- 
lain their meaning, ſhew ithat they xeatly 
et aſicle both, and make their unbelief fur- 
ther manifeſt by holding to a worldly king- 
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k muſt ae o a believer of the Scripture to obſe 
it often verified in facts before our eyes. One of its fayings is, 
ie taketh the wiſe in their own crafrinefs.” The famous - 
-Prieſt'ey, a prime leader of the modern Jews, who deny that 
ſus is the fou of Cod, while thus changing the Chriilian re- 
igion; and diſhououring its divine Author, wes full of be 
4 ＋ of fmoothing the way of acceſꝭ to proſeſſed unbelievers. 
nd het recompeuſe of his eraft has he got 2 why that which 
in the 9 ot . God was meet: the contempt it ſo wall 
merited. They ſaw that ſhould they admit: his doctrine, they 
would be no more Chriſtians than they are at preſent, and de- 
ſpiſed the artifice, One af them (Mr. Volney] bas plaiply told 
im nearly as much: “ Your own incredulity, ſays he, in tis A. 
vine nature (i. e. of Jeſus) ing not le/s ſubnerfine of Chriſtianity: 
than the profane opinion u hich does not find in hiſtory the 
proof required by the Engliſh. Law to eftabliſtra fact,“ A 


Vorn Anſwer te Prifiley on his Pamphlet,Gc.Phil.a7g% 
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ter very different purpoſes, quite incompaty 
Able with theſe. Thus it appears that the 
antichriſtian world having imbibed the very 
Poiſon of Jewiſh'error, and being intoxica- 
ted by copious. draughts from the golden 
cup of abominations, denies the RIG 
view of the Meſhah. - 

But the Clergy; with the multitudes fol. 
5 —.— not only deny the prophetit 
view or character of Meſſrah who /bould 
tome, but the apoſtolic view or character of 
Meſſiah who-bas come, drawn more at large 
in the New 'Feſtament. The Goſpel is the 
teſtimony of the witneſſes concerning Jeſus 
the Chriſt. It is called the Goſpel of the 
_ kingdom, Matt. iv. 23 ; the weld of th 2 
kingdom, Matt. xiii. 9. Fhe character 
work of Chriſt were ſummed up in the docs 
trine of this kingdom. Now whoever feeks 
to change the kingdom muſt equally change 
the wrd which alone truly deſcribes and 
holds it forth: He would alſo equally 
change the character or true deſcription of 
the King, and preſent to our view another 
in his ſtead. The kingdom. of - Heaven, or 
Kingdom of God; is a ſacred and. moſt im- 
portant ſcriptural view or idea · of Chriſt's 
>hurch, as diſtinguiſhed from every other 
ſociety. Though ſet aſide now as of little 
worth, it was the ſubject of the preaching 
of John the Baptiſt; of Jeſus, and of Paul. 


F 
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Men's ears once rung with the important 
Joyful ſound., The kingdom of Heaven, 
«© be kingdom of God.” ----See the hiſtorians 


who relate the life of Jeſus, and Acts xx. 


25, and xxviii. 23, 31. 


By comparing Matt. xvi. 18, with John 


xvlii. 36, 37, it appears that the Church, 


and the kingdom are the ſame. In the for- 
mer text the Church is declared to be buile 


on the truth that Feſus ts the ret. In 
the latter, Chriſt's kingdom is ſpoken of as 


raiſed and ſupported by his bearing witneſs 
to the 7ruth. The dociety ſet forth under 
theſe two names, is ſhewn to be one and 
the ſame, by its having but one, and the 
ſame foundation. Now whoever denies the 
kingdom to be what it is, denies the founda- 
tion to be what it is, that is, he denies that. 
Jeſus is the Chriſt. And thus oppoſes the 
very goſpel preached by the Apoſtles. FS. 
Paul lays the utmoſt ſtreſs on the dying 
teſtimony of Jeſus before the Roman Gove 
ernor, as a thing to be kept immaculare, un- 
til the then deſpiſed confeſſor, ſeſus the 


— 


King ſhall openly: appear, as abe blefſed and 


only Potentate. i 


This confeſſion whi b Paul calls 2 g 
one (whatever men may think) was in theſe 
memorable words, My kingdom 1s not of . 


this world.” Now to oppoſe this good con- 
feſſion in word or practice, cannot be leſs 
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ing the * the 
word or goſpeh, che truth. the foundation of 
the kingdom. : N 
All this the Cletgy have dn a appears 
from the things already noticed, and may 
now be made further. mam feſt. Fhey have 
taken the words of Jeſus; as by the rule of 
contraries: They. have ſet up exattly ſuch . 
Aena he-iaid:bis warnot. 548 
If ai ſet of men in ant earthly; kingdoas 
fhoaldrandeitake: to new. model it, to intro- 
duee an oppoſite: conſtitution, change its 
nature, ſet-aſide its:laws and introduce new 
ones, ſhould we nott be conſtrained to ſay: 
they denied the: ſovereign, . whatever: friend= 
ſhip and regard they might pretend? Some- 
thing very: ſumilar has been done as to the 
kingdomof JeſusChriſt by pretended friends. 
Let us caſt: an eye for. a moment on the 
Kingdom ſet up by tlie Clergy, that we 
may, if poſſible. put human authority: ape | 
and. diſcern.” whether: it be heavenly 
worldly... One of thefe oppoſites it muſt = 
A State Church, that ſeeks and enjoys 
this world ier its erf pling ng: things; its 
riches, pleaſures, and honours; juſt like any 
infidel nation Runen nee | 
el-thir:warkd; vent un 
A Church whoſe! hieß laces ky hg 
ported. i in-affluence- and honour, or at leaſt 
in a very reſpectable: way: of living by the 
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0 Is of the State, and by their ſtation are 
f gentlemen; and cotſidered as elevated to be 
Þ campany for, and to rank with the moſt: 
8 poliſhed and genteel; yea, the very fore- 
y rooſt claſſes and circles: im fociety, muſt be 
e a kingdom of this worre. 
f A church chat proſtitutes herſelf to the 
a: world ruling powers for ſuch rewards,” 
: | and has multitudes of children from this 
rÞ impure connection, is ſurely a kingdom of 
ry this world. N eee VP 
8 As the powers of this world have nothing 
* to do as to Chriſt's Chureh, ut merely to let 
7 it alone, and leave it to bis management, 1 _ 
a it is a ſtriking mark of the falſe Church, 
— that it departs from the One Huſband, and 
e commits fornieation with the Kings of the ; 
A Earth. A Harlot dreſſed in a profuſſon of 
0 gaudy attire, fitting. on a ſeœarlet coloured 
0 Beaſt, is a ſignificant and eaſy emblem of ; 
*% fuch a chureh reſting on the State, the very 
Ir oppoſite of the Bride of the Lamb, arrayed 
>) in pure white: The woman clothed with 
'S the ſun---his Church clad in the heavenly 
a robe of his ſpotleſs righteouſneſs. 
y When we ſee a great Natiem divided into 
NF Clergy, with ranks, grades and titles, a/# 
is chiming reverence, Or a portion of Divine 
| #onour, and the laity or people comparatively 
ſt profane, (a diſtiuction analagous to that of 


e rulers and common. people) we fee ſuch love 
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re- eminence proviſton for pride, dx 
never can, by — wit or logic of man, be 
reconciled to that conſtitution of the king- 
dom of the Lowly One, which ſays, who- 
ſoever will be chief among you; Job n be 
your ſervant.” 

When the laity eas: of the Order, nd 
even a ſacred del, for one of the Order to 
exhibit in, and ſometimes of a ſaered cha- 
racter tranſmitted down by uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles, pure, though 
derived through the maternal Church me 
Rome, they are ready to gaze in admiration, 
and think of the ſacred ap in the family 


of Aaron of old. And although that order 


is aboliſhed, and we have in its place an 
immortal High Prieſt in an Order that ad- 
mits not a ſecond or rival; yet men are 
ready to think the old Order or a like ſacred 
one lubfilts ſtill in effect, and therefore it is 
not ſtrange that the Clergy are often called 
Prieſts, and conſidered as public officers, 
having claims like thoſe called ,Prieſts of 
old, among the Jews, and even among * 
nations. 469 

In this, and in pretended holy places, we 
ſee the love and revival of old aboliſhed 
ſhadows. And it would not ſeem ftrange 
that ſomethihg like a holy diſtinguithing 
garb ſhould alſo-be coveted to. ſet off ſuch 


an Order. 


-. 


K 
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chief rooms at feaſts ons 


The love of badges of / honour. and the- 

ence they give is as natural as the. 

ove of the thing itſelf. It has wrouglit in 

barefaced oppoſition to the New Feſtament. 
Uncèer its influence the leaders we ſpeak: 
of have conducted as though they had tak 
en for their model the prime oppoſers of the 
heavenly kingdom, whoſe ways are deſcrib- 
ed and cenſured in theſe words: Beware 
of the ſcribes Who deſire to walk in long 
robes, and love greetings in the markets, and 
the higheſt ſeats in the ſynagogues, and the 


$23 
- Theſe ancient teachers no doubt would 
have had it believed, that in all this they: 
ſought only the glory of God, and the hon- 
or and advancement of religion, in having | 
a weight ſuperadded to their miniſlerial la- 


_ dbours, and that they had no regard at all to 


their own perſonal honor; it was rather a 
burden and a tax on their humility +: horne 
for the people's good ] and the 4 gave 


them credit accordingly. The like has hap- 


pened ſince. Modern ſcribes knew full 


well the influence of theſe things on the; 
multitude; and ſuppoſed that they would 
not ſee the oppoſition to Chriſtꝰs law. They 
zudged rightly. - The multitude awed into 
reſpect, has not ſeen it, but given them the 

rank and precedence which they love. 


* 


* 
* 


If we proceed t0 judge of theſe matters. 


. 
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which reſpect 


24 
not by worldy maxims, but b the-Bghs 
fhining from the wond of God, the — 
would — ſome reſemblance to Ezekiel's 
digging itrto the wall; we ſhould: ſee ſtill 
greater abammations ! It right be ſeen (and 
made evident too, where the authority of 
that word is admitted) that in-ſetting up this 
kingdom, the leaders im it have not 
diſearded Chriſt's Law againſt pride 
8 ee 

or power, they have ſet 
— — appearing; 
in laying up treafures on earth, and thoſe 

brotherly love, and 3 

Mead rota dealing with each 
er, to maintain it; — of ee 
with the whole inſtituted line; the 
Lord's fupper, and baptifm : and the 
trying law of forſaking all and following 
him, beuring the In regard to all 
theſe, they haue charged the laws and ordi- 
nance, and broken the everlaſting covenant ;. 
therefore the curſe hath devoured. the earth. 
By ſetting up a worldly jewiſh Kate of 


things which Jeſus _ to remove, 
practically and ſtrong deny that he is the 
Chrit come in the fle 22 By pleading with 


ſpecious arguments, for a hora Church, 
and with all their power labouring to fup- 
port ſuch an one, to the ſetting aſide, with 


all their addreſs the ++ good. i confeſſion,” 


— 
2 
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„ 1 
they deny that Jeſus is the Criſt. And ſo 


doing have the very mank gi ven by John, by 


which Antichriſt, is to be known. N See ,t 
John ii, 22 To deny thergtand Jaclrine | 
of Jeſuscamount to nothing chert 96. Ideny+ 
ing him to be dhe Chriſt n Bel deny abe 
very kingdom he came to ſet up. ? and. the 
lays of that kingdom, is 0 den him % ,e 
Chriſt; the king and lawgiver H bod os . 
Let us now for a moment heax the A po. 


tle; John deſcribing: the great capgikacy u 


take place under the name,,ob, Chriſt. ; and 
giving, the marks of the oppoſita dpirits N 
And briog theſe pretenders once again to the 
touch, ſtaone. , EyerynSpirit, days John. 
that confeſſeth that; Jeſus: is the Chxiſt. 


came in the fleſh; is pod and every R 


ſpirit that 'confeſſeth; nat: that Jeſus ische 


this is that ſpirit of antichriſt. &c. On ' 
this it has. been ,qbſerved that the apoſtolic 
creed is ſummed up in this, that qeſus is, 


the Chriſty, and Who, enquures John, ista 


lar. but he that denieth, that Jeſusfis the 
Chriſt 2-;Fbe great Antichriſt foreto by the 
apoſtles has appeared as we have ſeen very 
manifeſt; yet whatever form he has been ſeen 
in, at no time has he refuſed to put, theſe 
two, words together and ſan, Jyſus is the 


Chriſt., His putting ahem together diſtin- 


Ewihes- his oppoſition dunn that, of. open in- 


Chaiſt Come in the fleſh, is Not of £9 d,-and. 7 F. 
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But he denies the Apoidlee mp. 
ways, as if the Meſſiab was not yet come. 80 
he is a liar, and may be convicted of ſpeak - 
ing falſhood in what he denies” by part of 
the truth which he profeſſes to hold: Thus 
IS we find antichriſt profeſſing to admit the 

4 truth of all the facts recorded in the goſpel, 
and to hold the apoſtolic writings, as divine- 
. ly inſpired, and yet gealouſſy promoting a 
| poor imitation of all the aboliſhed ſhadows. 
| It is thus the world: called chriſtian has 
 - got an earthly Jewiſh Church, made up of 
. the nations, ſeeking a kind of outſide na- 
F tional righteouſneſs; and an earthly/inherit- 
ance, and an order at the head; conſiſting of 

a ſociety of dignified perſons; diſtinguiſhed 


4 by badges of honour i; earthly priefts, altars, 
5 and miniſters of an earthly ſanctuary; and 
i in ſhort, every token to ſhew that Jeſus was 
# not the Chriſt come in the fleſh, except it 
. be that men fuprdly put I beſe tv words to- 
14 gether ; even as the Jews” to this day with 
nun o leſs ſtupidity, maintain the eredit of thoſe | 


books, which prove to demonſtration that 
Leer 0th CHIN 
From viewing this ſubject in various Iights, 
keeping an eye on the word of truth, it appeurs, 
that a falſe Chriſt has been ſet up and wor- 
ſhipped in the nate and Reid of the true 
one. The head of Mitional.chutches, of an 


* 
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"2 ungodly world, of a kingdom of ambitious 
5 high ſpirited clergymen, muſt be a falſe 


F 
ö "Chriſt, having no connection with Jeſus of 
Nazareth, except it be by .impiouſly uſurp- 
4 * ing his name, the more effectually to oppoſe 
; | his cauſe. And his body muſt be the world 
: wondering after the beaſt ; the peoples, na- 
tions and tongues where the whore ſitteth. 
4 [ A connexion that may * to mind the 
, | e ot the Poet; e 
al Rs body to it, head.” * 
* Antichriſt has taken the name of Chill. 
R 60 ſapport his own oppoſite cauſe and in- 
4 tereſt. He comes in a name that oppoſes the 
þ luſts of this world (thus taking 4. fair yeal, 
＋ as impoſtors are wont to do,) teaching 1 
4 religion that in a covered decent way gives 
f large allowance to theſe luſts- He comes 
d . aying I am Chriſt, and deceives many. 
86 When falſe Chriſts ara foretold we are 
it not led to think ſo much of a man riſing up, 
2 
h 


and ſay ing, I am the very feed of the woman, 
the predicted ſon of David; as of à falſe 


ſe character ſet up in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
at and held by many to be his character. Ma- 
| ny, fays the Lord, thall come in my name, 
0 ſaying I am Chriſt, &c. This is verified 
6. | in tha many: falſe Chriſts leading the nume- 
* rous ſe&s, called chriſtian, collectively mak- 
ie ing up the man of ſin the great antichriſt. 


4 Thus the name, Jeſus. the Chriſt, has heen 


* wo 
3 
torm off fram the character draw! for fe hy 
the Apoſtles, and has been 1 the 
pickute of His adverfary, drawn tc che geh- 
eralitaſte, by flattering möcſern liminers. If 
it were not naturally 'pleatagt to us all to 
hut our eyes, and dream on with the world, 
might we nt ſee clearly in all this the ſubt- 
ilty of the arch- enemy? It is foretold that 
by his ageney, the mòôſt deſperate oppolitien 
to Chriſt ſhould be managed in the name of 
Chriſt: under the guilt of friendſhip and 
'{ervice! This is one of the laſt and maſter- 
ſtrbkes of ſatan's poliey. But the deeper 
the ſcheme, the” greater and more glorious 
- will Chriſtes victory be: the greater the 
honor he will get upom the eontriver of the 
plot tand the more dreadful the confuſion 
and overthrowof the enemy ; who will at 
Iaſt appear to have been a ren tool, to ſub- 
"Yerve the cauſe he oppO edi! 
The cauſe of the adverſary ſtands on falfe- 
hood, and prevails to appearance, where 
this prevails-. To this no force but that of 
_ -Xrath/is'/to! be oppoſed by men: To all the 
- flood- of lies poured out of the mouth of the 
dragon, the remnant! of che woran'b feed 
' wilÞoppoſe! merely the ſimplo teſtimony df 
- the-ſapoſtles, as they bore it againſt like 
falſehood of old. The weakeſd of then can 
anſwer the lies of antichriſt and ſays Chxiſt 
"bas made. teconviliation for iniquity, -ahd 


brought in everlaſting righteouſne(ls/1 The 
bit holy his bebt anhöinted : he will ce 
again in' glory to deſtro the mamof Hnyand 
then the ſaints will be raiſed, and take the | 
kingdom. Antichriſtians believe nothing 
of alÞ this. They believe not that <CHiriſt 
has riſen fronmthe dead. 1 fithey did they 
: would belleve and love his atonetment and 
- xighteoiſnefs; probe by His refurreE@ivix ; - 
they would love the kingdom in ieh he 
_ 1/Hves, the teturrection ſtate, ant act lige 
ie firſt) ſubjects Who. elived ch. The 
- powweri of the divine word theme¹νꝗhd‘i, 
ed unbelievers intd confeſſiiig belie vers and 
nothing ſhort of that cat tur pretended be- 
lievers into real ones no- e U2SNW oft bas 
Thisg powercwill an dus time calbiall the 
Lord's people out of Babylon; -qwnakitlg 
them to ſèee her Heavenl teaching fins; and 
flee out ; fearing her dreadfül impendidg 
plagues. The goſpel is not growntoldibr 
_ - feeble, it is yet to ſound as the eva 
Gebel; leading men ara erin 2s of 
to Him that glory whiehantichriſt has cob- 
» beg away;'tobeftowy on7hinfelfc2 bt Wall 
- cauſe the faith and patience of he ſaints 40 
be viſible again im mami places? Among 
-theſe it wilb he held ups FHN Will declare 
248! Zion tbr uo ofothe Bord their Gad ; 
the vengeauck otahe Lott!) dre vengeaneeidt 
i his temiple. Phys WIII bring fuffaring on 


rr 38. 
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the returning captives, dut it will confound 
the adverſaries. The goſpel had both theſe 
effects at its firſt publication; it brought 
ſufferings on the apoſtle, and it confounded 

- the Jews. who dwelt at Damaſcus, It is a- 
ble to canfound their ſucceſſors in oppolt- 
tion and error, the clergy and their followers 
in any of our cities. In the days of Luther 

it confounded the Pope, then at his meridi- 


power to confound the petty Popes in our 
toons and villages. Ar ande tene be- 
- fore fur word, even as their prototypes the 
magicians could not ſtand before Moſes. 
By this the man of ſin is to be conſumed, 
and the wicked one ſlain; n. 
If it be enquired how does it appear that 
the modern Jewiſh builders are, and will be 
- confounded by this word, or doctrine of the 
- Apoſtles; I will give as brief an anſwer to 
the enquiry. as may be conſiſtent with clear- 
neſs, and conclude. That they are confound- 
ed appears from this; when at any time, all 
ſubjection to human authority is diſclaimed, 
and an earneſt appeal made to the Scriptute 
alone, to decide What is truth, they give ev- 
_ dent tokens of diſguſt, and uneaſineſs, and 
of a wiſh to ſtifle any ſuch appeal, or enqui- 
: Iy<) It is ſome conſolation to ent hb 
they fee litele of this kind, but that lutle, 
[gives them no fmall diſquiet. It ſtrikes at 


: 


an altitude, and now that he is fallen, it has 


ben kingdom. 


They we Gn 
compare, may be remindeq of the ſpirit c 

reigning clergy at the daun of the reformas«: 
tion. The cry then was, what will become 
of religion, if innovators prevail, and every 


BY, 


man is to take his bible, and leatm only from 
that, and bring every doctrine and ice 


and practice 
even of His teachers to that teſt? This 


would he razing foundations. As to their 


kingdom, it would be ſo. Here we may 


light hurts their eyes, than by turning from 


it > If they loved the word they would re- 


| Joice at and promote ſuch appeal. I hae 


word ſmote them, and even made them 


ſmart, they would ſay, it ſhall be a kind- 


neſs ; it is a precious oil. It will not break : 
the head. | 
let the truth be glorified, Would be their 
language. Inſtead of any thing like this, 


ue ſee diſguſt, contempt, and a fear to join 


in appealing to the ſcripture, (as proteſtants 
once urged men to do,) leſt peradventure : 


their cauſe might not bear it. They truſt 


therefore to mens natural objections againſt 


the goſpel, to do the work to more purpole ; 
concluding: that few will be ſo zealous for 
it, as to hurt their worldly intereſt by op- 
poſing the clergy. in good earneſt, in a ſober 
way, as enemies of the croſs, and of the 
ſalvatior( of men. Arguments which 


— 


aſk how can men ſhew more plainly that the 


t worldly intereſt periſh; and 


MM 


| 
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anſwer they: affect to deſpiſe: 
ppofition which is indirect 
f loaſt noiſe, to be the ſafeſt at 
prefent, anden hey have Warm friends yet 
toyplead:for them. And thus filence: and 
cantem dare lie bono, ple) the aer 

obthexmay!.os b vi Uett 
Bur let fus for a moment ſup ppoſe, — 
maytſoon, (for ought i become 
more than: a ſuppoſitioi: let us conecbie of 
the goſpel Wale all its convineing pow-er, 
maleing near approaches to theſe tnen. De- 


livering the Lord's flock but of their hands, 15 


breakitlg in upon ſchemes of: worldly: bap- 

pineſs; which bind men to, cachy en 7 
Ing made Tabel and take up the croſs, 
turning oppoſing Phariſees: into zealous 
pass of Chriſt crucified:; bringing to 
view the dreadful wrath ſoon coming on 
the fulſe church; Suppoſe theſe things to 
take place, and then ſay, if more than ſilent 
contempt would not appear. Should we 
not fee alarm and vehement oppoſition ; and 
theſe to encteaſe as the oppolers of the truth 
were con founded? We ſhould doubtleſs fee. 
the fire to burn, which Chriſt came to kin- 
dle. For as faith and patience ate the 
marks, ſo they are the · weapons of the tue 
church; and! worldly policy, and perſochtian 
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pear at preſent alarmed, and in à panic for 
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* It, ſeeing the 10 progreſs of i elity. This | 
128 progreſs has been greatly accelerated by 
od: ; means of their by in the righte- 
d ous judgment of God, the ſame progreſs is 
T 2 notable mean tofaccelerate the ruin of their 


£57 kingdom. But ſtil} more do they fear op- 
it poſition froth the weak and fobliſh who: 


6e wield none but apoſtolical weapons againſt 
f - their tottering cauſe; and well may _ 
,. fear, for there is a promiſe on record, which 


- [| rutis*thus, * ſurely the leaſt of the flock 
, hall draw them out. Such oppoſition muſt 
„and will appear; God has foretold it, yea 
commanded it. Call together the archers 
5 againſt Babylon, all ye that bend the bow 


1s eamp againſt it round about, let none there - 
a; 0. 8 recompenſe her according to her 
n works, according to all ſhe hath done, do 
0 unto her, for ſhe hath been proud againſt the 
t Lord, the Holy One of Iſrael..“. Put 
e | yourſelves in array againit Babylen, round 
do -* about, all ye that bend the bow, ſhoot at | 
h-. | at her, ſpare no arrows : for ſhe hath ſinned \ 
e againſt the Lord.“ And when God ſhall 
- deliver his Iſrael, the fcattered ſheep, whoſe 
e bones have been broken by the king of Ba- 
'& | bylon, the deſtroyers of his heritage, who 
n held faſt the captives and refuſed to let then 
by go, may well be expected to ſhew their ans 
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eity It is a limited 
period, and after its expiratin they are to be 
difpoſſeſſed. A e 


turned out, but by power 
people being reſtored, and the 


ing cleanſed ? This is predicted as 
take place that the outer court, the Pre 
ſion of Chrift's name ſhould be again m 


furable by the only rule, the word of Gods - 


That word will ſhew that the gentiles bro't 
in by their Lords the clergy, are mere uſurp- 
ers and intruders there; that they have no 
7 in Jeruſalem, the holy city: but are 
like the buyers and ſellers, who made the 
Lord's houſe a den of thieves. This word 


ten overturning their claim, and pouring 
out their antichriſtian merchandize piled 


* the changers' money, will in 
effect drive them out. The times of Chriſt 
will ſucceed to thoſe of the gentiles. And 


when the kingdom of the beaſt falls, that of 


Chrift will riſe; and when coming it finds 
the caſt out-nations angry. For the times 


of the ſeventh trumpet are thus deſcribed ; 


the nations were angry, and thy wrath is 


come, &c, Thus it appears that the ſun- 
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ple goſpel, that Jefus is the Chriſt, 
founded its oppoſers, at H inni * 
the goſpel day. It hag the ſame power ank 
effect ſtill. And will” confound*them till 
more, at the eloſg f hat day of God's long 
ſuffering, whic ve place to the 1 


| ill ſoon give p 3 
day of his wriſth. - When the dead ſhall bs 
judged, and hig ſervants ſmall andy great. 
ſhall be rewarded, and the deftroyers-of tag 
earth fflall be themſelves: deſtroyed tau. --- + 

Amen. Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus. ©  — 
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